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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Is thee el bine Leht of o sommer sl

A toat went flitting by, |
Arid @ youth snd n makden varnestiy

Watehed its Drautiful white wings dy.

They gl ns only the Foung oan gz,
With longing. and joy. and Bope.

Ancl the white =all, lnfine n Fiatie, showed
Thy eend of “Sanson’s Soap.

In the sweot still light, snother sail
Camie a2 and ever Taster,

Arwl the modte, brizht, tant it hone aloft
Was “Dodam's Porous Plaster.”™

Awl farther o, but hurrying on

(Fleree roars the sart wnd louder,

Chpne n saill with the sweet suggestion to
e ing Baking Powder.”

It is toslt
T,
e of

o awest,” sald the moid
At Nature's foet, and adors

1enediong nnd bowrnine the vi
“The Towmder Hair Restorer.” ™

= Yos," saiil the yonth, and he de ipped & tear,
stiely fors ane pever forgets,

irve Gor Do tobd, in this gracions way, |

Uf *Tecumsch’'s clgarvttes” ™

—Seribiper’s Hrie-s-Brae. |

THE FRENCH CROWN DIAMONDS.

= |
A pPEETTY piece of news comes to us !

TIM-T' the jewel for the crown, was dismayed
|

at the price, and refused to buy it; as
the King of d had done for the
same resson. No one could look at it
without wishing to it in his pocket
and carry it bome; but two millions of
francs was a very large sum in those
times, not less, I think, in purchasing
power, than the same number of our
gold dollars of to-day. The King of

France then was Louis XV., a little boy
seven years old, and not very robust.

the eves of a Duke of the old regime,
and he reasoned thus:
I agreed with Law (whoalso advised

St Simon, however, saw the child with .

the purchase) that it did not becomethe |

arandeur of the King of Franee to
allow himself to be frustrated by the
price of an object which was

unique in

the world, and inestimable; uu.‘ that |
| the greater the number of potentates |
who had not dared to think of it, the

more we ought to bewnre of letting it
escape us. The Regent feared

blamed for making a purchase so con-

worth were recovered by the police: |
and, four years after, thesuperb Regent
was found, as it is said, buried in the
beam of the attic of an old house in
Paris. At leastit was recoversd by a
noted detective, who was sftareand
110 be Chief of Police. Sucha
diamond would have been of no value |
whatever (o a thief, as it was a familiar |
object to every person in the world
able to buy it l
During the of Napoleon, the |
Regent was inserted in the end of the |
hilt of his sword of State. Upon his |
retarn from Elba, Louis XVIIL carried |
off the crown jewels, but brought them
back again after Waterioo. The value f
of the collection at the predent mo- |
ment, according to the estimate of ML
Turquet, is about four millions of dul-
lars; of which he proposes to  eell six |
hundred thousand l!:ﬂhrs‘ worth. This |

large sum well invested will vield abont | o herever .
llmmly thousand dollars s year for the | With Kiaw whireric Be_ Qov SN0

to be | purchuse of works of art.

|
A ourivus circumstance is that most

sidernble at s time when we could [of the fifty-nine sapphires which dec-

searcely mest neecessities the most

ressing, and when we were obliged to | and €

save so many people unpaid. I praised

| this sentiment: but I told him that he |
| pught not to act for the greatest Kingin |

Europe as he would for a private in-
dividual. It was his duty to consider
the houor of the erown, und not permit

from Franee. AL Turjuet, the Minist
who has charge of the Department of |
the Fine Arts, proposes to turn to ae-
eount the jewels of the French crown
for the increase of the public collections
of paintings and sculptures. |
His plan is to divide these jewels into
three clusses. The first class, which |
will include all the jewels having an |
historical interest, he wishes to deposit |
at the Museum of the Louvre, open to
the inspection of the public. The see-
ond class will comprise the stones
which have s value as mineralogieal |
specimens, and these he desires to have
deposited at the Musenm of Mines. The
third class, which is much the most
pumerous, consists of the jewels which
have anly a commercial value. These
he rrupum to sell at public auction.
anil invest the proceeds for the annual
purchase of works of art. Every ra-
tional being in France approves this ex- |
cellent scheme, anid there is reason to |
believe that it will be adopted by the |
Nitional Legislature.
The crown jewels of France were re- |
nowned for centuries, snd it was
thought to bie s great concession to the
sple when, in 1784, the gallery in
which they were kept wus opened to
visitors once n menth, Before that
time, it was a sort of distinction in |
Franee to have been allowed to ins,
that wonderful collection. and even aft-
erwards it was not an casy matter luh’
one of the crowd of monthly visitors. |
From an inventory taken in 1791
(which employed twelve men three
months), we learn that the collection |
comprised the following gems: 9,547 |
diamonds; 513 pearls; 230 rubies, of |
which 145 were not mounted; 68 to- |
pazes not mounted; 150 emernlds, of |
which 133 were not mounted; 154 sap-
E‘ﬁm not mounted; and a num-
r of other gems of various valuesand
colors. The jewels were
eleven cases of size, in such away
as to asl:li!hit their splendors to the
test advantage.
e the diamonds there were four
which were celebrated throughout the

world, each of which had a history.
First, there was the Hegent. t
from India early in the last century by
Thomas Pitt, snd sold in 1717 to the
Regent of France, the Duke of Orleans,
sil:h over
136 carats; and al not

it is considered m dhmm
existence. The Duke de St. Simou, who
nemdmmeﬂegemmwyihw

perfectly white, free from every spot,
shade and flaw, of an admirsble water,
and it weighs more than five hundred

BLIB. l.mdd'h:l! uch for having

“In myself m

Mmspﬂu Regent to make so illus-

trious & purchase.”

It is, indeed, n most besutful object.
amused with the

in | another of twenty-two were

the «f to of procaring a
dismond without price, which ob-
literated those of all Europe. 1 main-

| tained that it would be a glory for his

nfem-_r which would Jast forever.”
e said, also, that the finances were
in so bad a condition that two or three
million francs more or less wonld make
no difference. He prevailed at length,
aithourh the Regent was obliged o buy
the zem on t and give the mer-
chant & u}:plmlg« of two million francs'
worth of smuller crown jewels until the
mm was pait.  The prediction of the
ke de St. Simon, that the Regent
would be remembered chiefly through
the purchase of the jewel, appears to
have come true. The fact that this
splendid object is called the Regent
oes more to perpetuate his memory

than any other act of his careless and |

bad administration. People in general
would searcely know that France had
ever had a &Enl butfor the diamond,
which to this
the finest jewelin the world.
Another of the diamonds was
called the Sancy. It resembled a pen-
dulum in form, was very pure
brilliant, weighed thirty-three carats,

| and was valued st two hundred thou- |

sand dollars. Another was styled the
Mirror of Portugal, oblong in shape,
extremely white and clear, ﬂighg,n;
twenmm and was valued at
fifty dollars. The fourth in

ue, called the Tithe of Mazarin, was
square in form with rounded edges,
splendidly brilliant, weighing sixteen
carats, and worth ten dollars.
There were also some wonderful pearis

{and rubies. The most n

weighed twenty-seven camts was
valued at forty thousand dollars; and
there was a necklace of twenty-five

mired; not to speak of s bewildering
number of very fine gems of less im-
CE.

Such were the crown jewels of France
in 1791, the Inst year of the ancient
monarchy. They weremany thousands
were estimated to be

;

¥ retains its rank as [P

orated the erown worn by Louis XVIIL
haries X. have been discoversd
i to be false.
which is to be preserved for its historie
interest, is eomposed of five thousand
five hundred gems, and there is a
| sword which s decorsted with 1,560
| gems. —Janes Parton, in N. Y. Ledger.
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Mince-Fis and Destiny.

One of the ancienterowns, |

PERSONAL AND LITERARY.
AN American, Miss Ilarkness. has

won the long-sawel-for prize for exeel.
lence on the violin, st the aris Con-

servalory.
PropanLy the oldest of the Bi-
ble in this country is owned by Willlam

F. Clay, of Camden, N. J. It was pabe
lished in Londus in 1558,

ECGENE SCHUVLER S “Life of Peterthe
Great," will besimultaneoasly pubtished
in five different countries immediately
after its completion in magaziog form.

Jures Verxe, the novelist, has made
250,000 from his writings. He is fifty-
one years old, enjoys good health, and
works ns hand as if he hadn'ta cent
laid up.

Joun Busaur, the great Eaglish
statesman, has %0 great an admiration
for Milton's writings that he carries

“Parndise Lost.'

Tug City of Caen Is enjoving an ex-
hibition of rare books printed in Nor-
mauwdy, arrangeld in colebration of the
\ four bundredth anuiverss ol the in-
troduction of the art into the city.

Josern Parny, of the University Col
lege of Wales, has compowd » Welsh
opern called ** Blodwen, or the White
Flower,” which is to be produced in
Cleveland and Cincinnati this mouth.

Mue. Lauxix J. Mean, in Florence, is
| eng d upon a colossal fGgure which
| will symbolize the Mississippi River, and

Wirn the appearance of the Dﬁlﬂ‘l whicl, it is said, is beinz done on Mr.
the mince-pie evolves itself out of the | Elliott F. Shepard's order for Central

vasty deep, and its old familiar name
| again decorates the menus of our res-
| taurants.  Justice never has been done
| to this dish, and this is probably why it
| wreaks itseif upon the human race. It

is a triumph of eclecticism, 4 cosmopol-

itan dainty which has chosen its sub-
| stances from the four quarters of the
| globe, nmd which is graved with a Te-

spectable richness, an oily, sleek fat-
| mess redolent of high living, dyspepsia

and gout. Everybody makes fun of the
minge-pie, even those who eat it most
readily. and it is currently believed that
all possible jokes about its make-up
were exhausted before the war, but
-nearly everybody eats it.  Some appar-
ently happy in the sssion of cop-
per-bottomed stomachs thrive upon the
@; others are simply pale and sicklied
slaves of a habit as hard to break off ns
the use of opium. When a man or
boy the custom fastened upon
, him is gone
| the amount of mince-meat daily assimi-
| lated into the St. Louis system. but an
idea of the quantity can be gained from
the fact that it is invariably the first
article exhausted on the bill of fare in
every restaarant where it is sold. The
waiter will inform you sadly that the
mince-pis is all out in nine cases out of
ten when you are late for dinner. No-
body ever heard of the apple-pie being
exhausted, or the sago pudding. This
fatal manis for mince-pie has a queer
history, and is working out a singulse
destiny. In two or three centuries it
will have utterly the American
character and person; it will alter our
eivilization, weaken our morals and
diminish the calves of ourlegs. Itis

ad. | €ven now our National dish, as poker

is our National game and politics our
National business. And it need sur-
:;iso no one if our harmonie equivalent

the roast beef of Old Ensland fifty
years from now will be the mince-meat
of Old Amerieca. We are gradually
coming to this, and there is no use in
:ﬂngth- issue.—St. Lowis Post-Dis-

——
A Perpetual Skating Pond.

THERE is alake on the Saw Tooth
ly no equal
t is about sixtyor
sixty-five miles from Bonanza, and at an

altitude of nearly twelve thousand feet.
a

No mme knows |

Purk.

James Russinn Lowesr, says the
London Vanity Fair, “is a learned,
kindly, strong, pleasant, honest man.
Ho writes with great 'imxlckm and fa-
cility, and always great correct-

ness, that English language of which he
is 50 prowd and so fond; and he is per-
somally altogether one of the most de-
lightful of men.”
| Hensgxr Srexces, the distingaished
| phi writer, is descri n= he-
ing of medium statue, slimly built. long-
':;ﬁldlowil o great walker. He is a
chelor, living in & quiet hoanluﬁ -
| honse in the \:‘gm End ?:l London. He
| talks with the same force and perspicu-
ity as he writes.
B ST —
HUNMORODUS,
IMl'n.uln chickens are gume to the
| last.

Doks & person become stone blind
who is petrified with astonishment?

A waq saysof a toper: His nuss has
passed the rubicund. —Chicago Tribune,

ParavoxicaL: The person who wish-
3 will avoid the
deadly enrset. — Boston Courier.

ArLMost time for husking bees. — /Tha-
\eaJournal. We'd just like to see you
| husk a bee once.—N. Y. Graphic.

“You can't play that on me!™ said
the pianc to amateur Who broke
:igrnr‘n on s dificult piece of music.—XN.

" News.




